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Mrs SARAH HOLMES, 


Wo departed MER Like, SEPTEMBER I9, 178 55 . 
Aged 36 Tears. 
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ZECH. ' xiv. 7. | 
It ſhall come to us at Evening-time it ſhall be Lights | 


Jos x. 12. | 
Thou haſt granted me Life and Favour, and thy m 
| bath preſeryed my Spirit. ' 


3 Lv R i. i 
Bleſſed is the that believed for there ſhall be à Performance | 
of thoſe Things which were told her from the Lord. 
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8 you have Eöudefcbßded to Adele "I 
A Account of the Lonp's gracious dei 


ings with the Soul of the late Mrs. H. 1 1 
chearfully embrace the firſt Opportunity of 7 
offering it to your Acceptance, PR 


9 2 * 80 * 
* * TY Ef." > * 7 


On my firſt Interview with her, which was 
Saturday, Auguſt 20th, ſhe lamented to me 
that her family had hitherto engroffed oo | 
much of that Affection and Time which 
ſnould have been devoted to, and ſpent i in, 2 
the Service of God. Seeing that ſhe was 133 
much waſted by her Diſorder, (a deep Pe- Ss 
Cline) and, in all fg. could not BY 


" Jong furvive 3 ; 1 "took occaſion, with all por. x 
ble Plainneſs and Faithfulneſs, to point out 4 
tthe Wretchedneſs of all Mankind by Sin, the 
utter r of Acceptance with God, 
upon Ground of our defective Qbe- 
dience to his holy Law, the Neceſſity of 
Faith, in the Blood, Righteouſneſs, and In- 
terceſſion of Immanuel, God with us, in 
Order to our obtaining an Intereſt in his 
Salvation; and that without the quickening 
and ſanctifying Influences of God the Holy ; 
| Ghoſt, imparting a new Life, and implant- 
ing vital Principles of Holineſs, we could 
never ſee the Face of God tõ our Comſort.— 
d after praying with, and for her, 100k 
m Leave for that Time. | 


Being particularly engaged in Buy oh Us 
Lord's Day, it was not in Thy power to viſt t 
her, which I much wiſhed to do: But upon Y 
ſecing me on Monday Evening, ſhe addrefied 
me thus, „O Sir, I longed to ſee you that 

2 I might tell you what the Lord hath done - #4 
6c for mez I have ſeen and heard unuttera- 

* ble Things, ſuch as convinces me Thave 

ce not long to remain here 3 for, 0 added 

5 ſhe with great Emotion) none can know 
* what God hath ſhewn me, and live here . 


| | | 1 Jon, 
8 | 8 
" 4 | = | R 


Ak. 


7 long. Fearing leaſt that Iuhtle Advess i 


7 ary, who can even transform himſelf into an | 


Angel of Light to deceive, ſhould have ta- 
ken Advantage of her bodily Weakneſs, 1 
could aot but conſider it my Duty, with all 
Tendertreſs, to remind her, That notwithz 
ſtanding that precious Promiſe, And it ſball 


cume to paſy ufter wurd, that I will pour out ny 
Sirit, &c. Joet ii. 28, 29 had reference to New, 
Teſtament Times, from the exprefs Applica- 


tion which was made of it, by the Apoftle 
Peter, -(As ii. 17, 18.) to the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt; yet we ſhould do well to remember 

Quac ſuch extraordinary Viſitations from God 
to. his People, ever produce the deepeſt Hu- 
miliation of Heart before tim, and tend to 


make Jeſus, and his finiſhed Salvation, very 54 
precious in our. Eyes. Far from being of+ - 4 
fended with the Admonition, ſhe. expreſſed  .. 


her Hope, that the Event would ſhew, it 
had prodiced that Effect i in her; and ear- 
neltiy deſired to ſce me as often as poſſible, 


When I viſited her on the following Wed: 
ni the informed me, That during the 


« Night- ſeaſon, her Communion with God 
« had been peculiarly fweet; that her Hearc 2 


CRE 3 OT, was. 


"Y 


ce two laſt Days, and particularly in the 


— 22 — 


— at Reſt, reſpecting her Family ad 
„ Friends, and now ſhe had nothing to de- 
« fire, but that the Lord would complete 


« his Work, and then take her to himſelf, 
« and the ſooner he was pleaſed to do it the 
« better, for ſhe longed to be gone; and it 
ſeems ſo deſirous was ſhe to depart, that ſhe. 


F was at firſt averſe to taking Medicine, leaſt. 
it ſhould be a Means of a. her . | 
longer here, | | "> | i 


One pleafing Evidence which he gave «of 
a change of Heart was, 'her Delight i in the 


holy Scriptures, and -in Prayer, fo long 8 
ſhe was able to read; the Bible was hey 


conſtant Companion; and her Son has fince 
informed me, that after her Sight failed; 


by her particular Deſire, he read the chief 
Paſſages of the New Teſtament to her, 


In the Courſe of ſome cloſe Converſation 


with her, ſhe faid with Admiration, « What 


te a Difference there is between my former 


and my preſent view of Things ; and many o 
hom [| once thought right, I now fear, 


* were awfully wrong: God hath ſhew« 
ti ed me this! And yet, can you think it,” 


added ſhe, cc though I am ſuch a Sinner, 


ce Satan has been attempting to fill me with 


* * "x 
8 2 


1 


«Pride PI | 


1 


te Pride. Upon another Occaſion, 


v»hile I was reading the 3d Chapter of Joby's 


Goſpel to her, ſhe ſuddealy interrupted me, 
and ſaid, Satan was ſorely tempting her to 
diſbelieve what I had read. After a few 
Moments Pauſe (in which ſhe appeared to 
be earneſtly wreſtling with God in Prayer) 
ſhe cried out, © What! will the Lord let 
« me Perifh, after what he has ſhewn me, 
« impoſſible ! p and then expreſſing her Con- 
fidence in the divine Goodneſs, begged. me 


to proceed. 


Her deſires of 8 though 1 


were, I truſt, ſubmiſlive, and that her Suf. 


ferings were great is evident, for I am in- 
formed the Bone came literally through her 
Skin. For ſome Days previous to her De- 


pa ute, {Ke took but little Notice of thoſe 7 ; 


who were around her: Being incapable of FA 


— ſhe was deſired by a F riend, to 
give him a Sign if all was well, upon which 
ſhe lifted up her Hands and ſmiled. —Af- 
ter being in the Pangs of Death from Satur- 
day Evening until Monday Morning, Septem- 
ber 19th, ſhe left this Vale of Tears, with a 
ſettled . Smile upon her Countenance, the 
Effect, I truſt, of that inward Peace whith 
none 


* none but God can impart, and died My 
_ regretted as a Wife, a Mother, and a Friend; 


and Follies to which young Perſons are has 
A turally prone, 


; "48, only animate our Hope, but in the Hand 7 


Ibere is yet another Circumſtance j in 4 
Experience of our departed Friend, which 
is deſerving of Notice as matter of Encoy- * 
ragement to thoſe who are entruſted Witz 
the Education of Youth ; it had been her 
Privilege to be put under the Tuition of a 
religious School Miſtreſs, who not only read 
the Scriptures to her little Ones, but fre- 
quently prayed with them; and the Impreſ- 
ſion which her Mind received in Conſe- 
quence of this; never wore off, but was a 
Means of keeping her from many Vanities 


May ſuch Displays of divine Mercy, r 


God, make us more than ever mindful of 
the Apoſtle's Exhortation; Be ye ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that ys: 19 
labour not in vain in the Lord.“ 
Orr, . 1785. os kf 

| 1am, | 

dear Sir, yours, &. 


